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Cultural Empowerment of Virtual Idol and Its Cultural Imaginary

Xie Yingchun( Lingnan Normal University )

Abstract ; Virtual idol is virtual life bred by digital technology and idol culture. In recent years, more
and more people are involved in production and consumption of virtual idols. The academic circles focus on
discussions of technology empowerment , fans empowerment and participatory culture , but pay less attention to
cultural value of virtual idol. After long-term observation of Bilibili and the development of virtual idol, it is
found that the cultural value of virtual idol is mainly reflected in two aspects. On the one hand, cultural em-
powerment , whose core concept is cultural creativity, has brought about idolization of fans. On the one hand,

" culture as a

the important functions of value expression and contradiction resolution, whose core concept is
medium" |, is reflected in process of virtual idol cultivation and fan culture practice as well as the elimination
of cultural conflicts faced by two-way disruption in different dimensions of culture. The study holds that with
the creators and recipients of virtual idol becoming more extensive and inclusive , the cultural creativity of vir-
tual idol culture will subvert the reality that both body and culture of idols are monopolized in the traditional
society ,and promote cultural imagination of democratization of idols. The significance of democratization of i-
dols lies in realizing the equality of all people’s rights of idols, stimulating individual’s conscious initiative ,
broadening the range of cultural elites to be chosen and the way of self-interpretation of cultural elites.

Key words : virtual idol ; cultural empowerment ; cultural imaginary ; idolization of fans ; democratization of

idols
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