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Narration, Incarnation, Semantics and Social Interaction .
Cultural Practice Analysis of Young Players of Online Games,
Taking the Phenomenal Mobile Game Peace Elite as an Example

Liu Mengzhi , Zhang Ruijun( Shaanxi Normal University )

Abstract ; This paper adopts the research method of participatory observation and in-depth interview to
explore the game culture practices of young and middle-aged players of Peace Elite—a phenomenal mobile
game produced by Tencent. Players are regarded as active subjects, while online games are regarded as the
extension of the real world. Thus, the game culture can be annotated as the cultural practice of players in
multiple game spaces. Based on the video game spatial reading paradigm, video game spatial theory and flow

space theory, this paper considers game as interpretive significance space. According to the narrative space,
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phenomenological space and semantic space proposed by Walther,the dimension of social space is added up
so as to interweave four aspects; game text, avatar operation ,symbolic meaning ,as well as social interaction.
By the analysis of players” cultural practices in four spaces of narrative , phenomenological , semantics and so-
cial interaction , this paper reveals the phenomenon and mechanism of young players” creative cultural prac-
tices based on the games and beyond the games. We found that these four ways of cultural practice are not
completely irrelevant. On the contrary, online games break the barrier between console games and social
media, condensing the functions of body narration and social interaction. Thus, they are able to form a unique
discourse production practice system between narration and social interaction, and construct a new game ecol-
ogy. On the one hand,Peace Elite focuses on the body remote sensing under the paradigm of " intimate rela-
tionship" and " pre-social network" . The body symbols which originally belong to individuals are embedded
into the social universal symbolic system, which liberated the players” narrative of the body operation, and the
game avatar has changed from the self-expression subject in the era of console games to the social media. On
the other hand, with the mutual activation of video games and players, the narrative power is no longer mo-
nopolized by game designers. Young players are participating in the discourse construction of video games in
an entertaining and social narrative way, and actively designing interactive content within the interaction rules
defined by game designers, intentionally or unintentionally resisting the power discourse and mandatory mean-
ing,and enriching the connotation of the new video game discourse.

Key words: Peace Elite ;online game ; game space ; culture practice
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