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The Factors Influencing Chinese Response to
Social Networking Advertising

Lin Shendong( Renmin University of China)
Chen Rui,Xuan Changchun( Xiamen University )
Cheng Hong( Loyola University Chicago)

Abstract : Social networking sites ( SNSs) in mainland of China are growing into an independent® king-
dom” with unique characteristics and hundreds of millions of users. In light of the uses and gratifications
theory , this article addressed the factors influencing SNA attitudes, with a focus on the moderating effects of
region and generation in the Chinese market. The survey covered 4,172 samples across mainland of China
and found that self-brand congruity was the most important factor affecting Chinese consumers’ response to
SNA. Also, the results showed some generational and regional differences among the relationships between
the influencing factors and attitudes toward SNA. The present study also shed light on some cultural differ-
ences with regard to consumer attitudes toward SNA compared with the results of previous studies conducted
in the U. S.

Key words: social networking advertising; uses and gratifications theory; advertising attitudes; social

media; Sin-Us differences
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