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An Investigation on the Social Capital Attribute of Social Media

Zhou Yuhao ( Shanghai University) ,
Yang Rui( Zhengzhou University )

Abstract; As a revolutionary result of information technology development, social media has become an
irreplaceable tool to shape people’s thinking and behavior patterns in daily life. Its wide application in social
life has already formed a kind of social capital. In view of this, this paper is committed to explain the essential
impact of the rise of social media on the construction of people’s social relationship network and related social
capital changes from the perspective of micro-structuralism. First of all, the leading ( or negative) influence of
media on public psychology of information selection not only embodies how individuals choose media informa-
tion, but also reflects a fact that individuals have to constantly make decisions about the ubiquitous media in-
formation with the continuous development of social informatization level. Secondly, Social media provides an
instrumental means for people to meet the needs of self-realization, and has become an important dependence
for people to shape their appearance and determine their own thinking mode and lifestyle internally. The de-
sire for social recognition via social media has become a common social psychological basis. Thirdly, the so-
cial media commodity trading aiming at expanding the scope of " profit seeking" has subtly dismembered the

original social structure of people’s way of communication and related cultural traditions. Due to the virtuality
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of social media communication space,there are huge differences between the subjects and the social relations
they form by certain interests and hobbies, value identification and religious belief within a certain period of

time. This social relations are characterized as '

" weakened" degree of interdependence and trust. In this
sense , network media social capital is a shallow trust social capital formed by this weak relationship, which
can also be called " incompact" social capital. And the important factors of social media network capital sta-
bility degree are the proficiency and frequency of subjects in the use of social media and the stability degree
of contact between other networks and previous networks. This is the reason why the construction of social
network by social media leads to the change of the relationship between dominance and transformation in so-
cial structure. Moreover, as a prerequisite for the formation of new social capital , the formation and operation
of social capital of social media are closely related to the needs of actors. Need is the most basic characteristic
of all organisms including human beings, and the most essential characteristic that distinguishes human be-
ings from other organisms is the ability to think and beautify nature through self-need. It is based on this
premise , human continuously meet their needs in production practice, and at the same time social media came
into being. The resulting social capital of social media networks, on the one hand, expresses the demand for a
better life with the carrier of technology. On the other hand, it also reflects the human social needs got from
the social media platform. In the Summary of James Mill’ s Principles of Political Economy, Marx analyzed
the social contacts of people and profoundly pointed out that social connection is not a kind of illusion, but a
kind of instinctive survival needs of human practice activities, continuing to search for the pursuit of a higher
level needs which correspond to the product out of self-interest. As a new kind of social capital , virtual social
resource network not only reflects human’s double demand for higher material and spirit level, but also re-
flects human’s negative demand such as negative emotion releasing . Based on the activities of the human
mind , its needs are endless. Thirdly, the maintenance of network media social capital which is marked by the
application of information technology needs regular interactions and exchanges between subjects in the social
relationship network. In addition to the basic communication and interaction between subjects, there are other
dynamic factors that people cannot control, such as the stability and density of the relationship network
formed by the most representative social media and the common values and ideological tendencies in the net-
work , as well as the changes of social structure and the weakening and disappearing process of social capital
of social media. These factors comprehensively reflect the existence of the internal structure of social relation-
ship network which is woven by social media.

Key words : social media;social capital ; social relation network
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