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A Study on the Cross-cultural Narration of Chinese
Traditional Cultural Symbols.
Based on the Investigation of Tu Fu’s Communication
in the English World

Wang Xin( TongJi University )
Huang Haoyu( Liaoning University )

Abstract; As an important cultural symbol in Chinese classical literature and traditional culture,Tu Fu’s
image has not only experienced the reconstruction and reinterpretation of signifier in different historical sta-
ges, but also received the attention of the international community in the process of cross-cultural and cross
media reproduction and translation. Since the 20th century,Tu Fu and his poems have been translated by si-
nologists at home and abroad into the vision of the western world , and his cultural image has been evolving in
a more in-depth cultural interaction and political and economic order. And the translation history of Tu Fu
shows the complex interaction between structure and subject under the evolution of historical context and in-
ternational order. Tu Fu:China’s Greatest Poet,directed by Michael Wood, presents Tu Fu as a cultural sym-
bol to the global audience in the form of images, bringing a new vision to Tu Fu and Chinese culture in terms
of image representation and narrative strategy. Based on the theory of representation, this paper studies the
history of Tu Fu’s translation. Combined with the interview of Michael Wood and Professor Huge de Burgh,
director of China Media Center ( CMC ) , University of Westminster, UK, this paper attempts to outline the
mechanism and strategy adopted by the Western world to reconstruct Tu Fu as a cultural symbol in the cross-
cultural context from the dialogue between multiple subjects and heterogeneous contexts, and thus reveals the
structure-subject and ideological factors behind the text. It also tries to provide a Chinese theoretical perspec-
tive to solve problems in cross-cultural communication. In the context of international communication and
cross-cultural communication , the representation of heterogeneous culture should not only consolidate and re-
peat the traditional impression, but also be based on the common meaning domain of both sides and construct
a more profound civilization perception with diversified representation means.

Key words ; crossing culture communication ; BBC ; TuFu ; representation
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