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An Electrical Optimist to a Soured Prophet of Doom:
Thinking about Cary’ s Opinion on Lewis Mumford’ s
Communications Technology Thought

Wang Hua( Shan Dong University)

Abstract: Lewis Mumford is one of the pioneers of Media Ecology. Due to his multiple backgrounds and
consistently humanistic spirit, Mumford” s view is very thought-provoking. This article focuses on Mumford’ s
view of media technology, and tries to clarify the viewpoints’ relationship of Mumford, McLuhan and Cary,
and highlights the position of Mumford in the Media Ecology school. Mumford , McLuhan and Cary are repre—
sentatives of Media Ecology scholars, and all of them had paid attention to media and technology , their ideas
interweave with each other’ s but also different from each other’ s at the same time. Cary had explicated the
other two professors’ view in many aspects and constructed a conversation between them. At the beginning,
Mumford thought technology played a positive role in social progress and democratic development, which was
consistent with McLuhan’ s many viewpoints. Compared with his early views, Mumford’ s late views changed
fundamentally. He thought new technology made centralization and switched to criticize McLuhan. We can
find many traces of Mumford’ s late views in Cary’ s thought, for example, Mumford emphasizes the impor—
tance of “ritual “to the centralization of power, which is an enlightening existence for Cary’ s “a ritual view of
communication. ”Though Media Ecology school was thriving at North America, its topics focus on media,
technology and society which have realistic significance for China and the whole world involved in rapidly
changing media technology.

Key Words: media technology; organism; E-media; humanistic spirit
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