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Study on Approaches to Sociocultural Analysis in
Communication Research

St Jingxin( Wuhan University )
Yao Qi( Zhejiang University )

Abstract; To explore the bonding of communication and society , communication research prefers to take
sociocultural factors into consideration. Based on the theories and research methods of sociocultural analysis,
this paper draws a line of research focus from macro-cultural holistic, interactive practice to micro-cognition
sheds light on the development of the theories and interpreting means in history, identifies three main ap-
proaches to sociocultural analysis, and discusses their core theoretical and methodological presuppositions
and the competing relationships among them. Findings indicate that the three intertwined approaches can be
traced back to different epistemological perspectives, each with its own means of data collection and data
forms, and are interpreted at different analytical levels. Also,This paper discusses the methodologies of neo-
functionalism and frame analysis. It argues that clarifying the cultural holism, practice theory and cognitive
approach can help clarify communication studies’ borrowings from sociocultural analysis.

Key words : sociocultural analysis; cultural holism; practice theory; cognitive approach
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