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The Early Spread of Marxism and Rudiment of Marxist
Views of Journalism in China

Deng Shaogen( Renmin University of China)
Zhang Wenting( Jinan University)

Abstract: The early spread of Marxism in China experienced three stages: the initial translation in the
late Qing Dynasty, the preliminary introduction from the beginning of the 20th Century to the time that before
the October Revolution of Russia, the “truly meaningful ” dissemination after the October Revolution to the
founding of CPC. Under the guidance of Marxism,the CPC began the early practice of Marxist views of jour—
nalism in China through continuously establishing Party’ s newspapers and periodicals, actively carrying out
the Party” s news propaganda work, and disseminating the knowledge of Marxism and the Communist Party.
The CPC’ s early news propaganda ideology became the early achievement of the sinicization of Marxist views
of journalism. It reflected the distinct class nature of proletariat and embodies the party spirit principle in Par—
ty’ s news propaganda work. It clearly recognized the effect and basic tasks of the Party’ s news propaganda
work. Tt boldly tried whole Party” propaganda and the model that whole Party issued newspapers, establishing
a system which correspondents were composed of workers and peasants. It created a unique, effective methods
in the news propaganda activities, which showed the excellent quality and moral sentiment of Party” s journa—
lists. Hence, it is Chinese proletarian’ s innovative achievement of news propaganda ideology and has great
significance for exploration and innovation. It lays the theoretical foundation of CPC’ s journalistic thoughts,
which is the source of contemporary Marxist views of journalism.

Key Words: Marxism; Marxist views of journalism; dissemination; sinicization; rudiment
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