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Neglected Blindspot Debate .
The Resource of Materialism in Political Economy of Communication

Wang Jinhan( Fujian Normal University)

Abstract; Dallas Smythe put forward the " audience commodity theory" and the subsequent Blindspot
Debate is an important academic debate on the discussion of the materiality of communication. This academic
debate is often obscured when studying the materiality of communication,and even ignores the fact that politi-
cal economy of communication is an important theoretical basis for materiality research. The purpose of this
study is to re-refer to this obscured academic discussion about " materiality" ,and to explore the new devel-
opment of the Internet era in the context of communication political economy. Based on materiality, the stud-
y rediscovers the theoretical link between the Blindspot Debate and the Digital Labor Debate. The materiality
discussion revolves around two important dimensions; commodities and labor. Dallas and other followers a-
bandon the conceptive paradigm, and move to the economic basis, discussing the infrastructure, technology,
labour and economic chain. Digital Labor Debate is actually a continuation of the material issues of the
Blindspot Debate in the digital era,and the two have gotten connected with materiality as the theme.

Key words : Blindspot Debate ; materiality; Digital Labour Debate
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