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A Comparative Study of the Politicization of Science
Communication During the Public Health Emergency

Gu Chao( Peking University )

Abstract: Both China and the United States have experienced the politicization of science communica-
tion during the COVID-19 pandemic, but their characteristics and mechanisms are profoundly different. Based
on the theoretical model of " science communication as political communication" , this article compares the
commonalities and differences of the politicization of science communication between China and USA in cases
of responding to major public crises, fighting against the " infodemic" and framing the origins of COVID-19.
This article points out that political communication is based on political propaganda while science communi-
cation is based on the " deficit model" in China. By contrast, political communication in United States is
based on political marketing, while science communication is based on imperfect " public engagement with
science" . Accordingly, the combination of different modes of science communication and political communi-
cation is the main reason why the politicization of science communication in China is distinct from that in
USA. Moreover, discrepancy in ideology is also a salient factor affecting the politicization of science communi-
cation. During the pandemic , science communication cannot be completely depoliticized. As a result,it’s vital
to clarify the boundary between science and politics, attach importance to political communication, promote
public engagement with science, and incorporate science communication into the national governance system.

Key words: science communication ; political communication ; politicization of science communication

WU FR HHE.2021-01-11
WEFRA. W B, KRR A SRS R Jb 100871
BETHRE TG



