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The Relationship Between Political Communication and Health
Communication in Public Health Emergencies

Zhao Jie, Jing Xuemin( Communication University of China)

Abstract; In public health emergencies, the public attributes of health communication are maximized,
thus intertwining with political communication. The intertwist of the two presents two forms in real life. One is
to leverage each other to achieve a good communication effect. This includes political communication’s sup-
port for the authority of health communication and the expansion of channels;it also refers to the situation
where health communication provides communication materials for political communication and helps political
communication with its professionalism. The other is a one-way constraint, affecting the effectiveness of their
respective performance. This includes situations where political communication squeezes the space for health
communication and sends wrong health messages;and health communication disrupts the normal order of po-
litical communication. From the root cause,the " administrative logic" followed by political communication in
administrative organizations and the " propaganda logic" followed by social-oriented political communication
are the key factors that determine the combination of the two. Therefore, only by overcoming the chronic dis-
eases of these two kinds of communication logic , making political communication and health communication
organically linked in concept, taking the fundamental interests of the people as the value orientation in a good
system , and constantly improving the ability and quality of political communication and health communication
of the government and the people,can the two truly achieve long-term and sustained positive interaction.

Key words : political communication ; health communication ; public health emergencies
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