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Short Video’s Popularity in the Countryside and the
Reconstruction of the Elderly’s Daily Life.
a Field Investigation of a Village in North China

He Zhiwu ,Dong Hongbing ( Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract; As a simple and easy-to-use new medium, the short video quickly became popular among the
elderly as soon as it appeared. However, their addiction and loss of themselves quickly arouses the fierce so-
cial discussion,and it seems that they are completely in a passive situation. The paper uses the triple articula-
tion theory as the research framework. And based on the interviews and participatory observations with the
elderly in a village in North China, the paper finally finds that: (1) on the aspect of living implements, the
short video practice of the elderly reflects that it is regarded as a practical item of " increasing income and re-
ducing expenditure" ; (2) on the aspect of symbolic texts,the short video practice of the elderly group reflects
the characteristics of compensatory entertainment and skill learning; (3) on the aspect of sociospatial context,
it reflects the reversal of gender practice and the decline of family shared space, as well as the reconstruction
of local society and village public interaction. Therefore , the elderly group’s short video practice is not only a
simple entertainment, but also a dynamic new lifestyle embedded in their daily life. What lies behind it is the
re-embedding of the elderly into their digital lives.

Key words : short video;village ; the elderly ; digital life
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