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The Media Image of Overseas Chinese and Chinese Culture.
A Discourse Analysis of the Reading Practices of
the US TV Series Fresh Off the Boat

Yang Jiabo ( Jilin University )
Tian Hao( Tsinghua University )
Chang Jiang ( Shenzhen University)

Abstract ; The presentation of the media image of overseas Chinese and Chinese culture in mainstream
Western media highlights the key issues in the process of Chinese and Western intercultural communication,
namely, " transmissibility" and " acceptability". The media image of overseas Chinese people is an impor-
tant sample for Western audiences to understand Chinese culture. Therefore, scholars can accurately under-
stand the acceptance mechanism of Chinese culture in mainstream Western society by analyzing the changes
of the media image of overseas Chinese people. The American mainstream TV series Fresh Off the Boat pro-
vides an opportunity for us to understand the acceptance of contemporary Western society for Chinese cul-
ture. This article uses the third space theory of post-colonial theorist Homi Bhabha, and the method of dis-
course analysis to study the audience comments of the mainstream US TV series Fresh Off the Boat, aiming
to explore the image of Overseas Chinese and Chinese culture in Western media contexts. This article sum-
marizes the discursive formations of show’s audiences” interpretation of Chinese image and Chinese culture,
proposes to abandon the old-fashion binary analytical framework, and establishes a liquid and contextualized
approach about the concept of " third space" for intercultural communication strategies. The research also re-

veals an inevitable development trend of global culture in the foreseeable future, that is, the concept of " cul-

tural fusion" will continue to give way to " cultural hybridity," and practitioners of intercultural communica-
tion should deal with cultural conflicts through maintaining the relative independence of the third space.
Key words: the image of overseas Chinese ;the image of Chinese culture;the third space; Fresh Off the

Boat ; intercultural communication
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