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Long-term decline in ratings for China among Asian publics, except in Australia
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Views of China vary across regions
Viewsof China
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Construction and Communication of
Chinese Story System based on Brand Narrative Theory

Duan Chunlin, Lin Zekun (South China University of Technology)

Abstract: At present, the world is in a “post globalization era” which is characterized by multi-orders and discourse
reconstruction. The political and economic situation at home and abroad is becoming more and more complex. At such
circumstances, the reorientation of Chinese civilization and the improvement of cultural soft power are confronted with
unprecedented opportunities and challenges. General Secretary Xi Jinping has stated in 19th CPC National Congress that
“promoting the construction of international communication capacity, telling Chinese stories well, showing the image of a real,
all-around and comprehensive China and improving the national cultural soft power” is of epoch-making significance. This
article, based on the theory of brand narrative and the same logic of national brand and enterprise brand, discusses the
relationship between Chinese stories and international discourse power and soft power, clarifies the core connotation and
denotation extension of Chinese stories. It puts forward the principle of “consistency, difference, conciseness and integrity” of
telling Chinese stories, pointing out that “telling Chinese stories well” must be based on the characteristics of the times and the
innovation of thinking adjustment strategies, which means changing from international communication to global communication in
terms of strategy, from the propaganda thinking to the story thinking in terms of narrative, from the decentralization to the multi-
synergy in terms of subject and from the position consciousness to the scene consciousness in terms of space. Meanwhile, this
article takes into account the ecological evolution and technological innovation of the new media, taking advantage of the big
data, scene chain, artificial intelligence, VR to help telling Chinese stories well, so as to form a multidimensional international
innovative communication and guarantee strategy. Finally, this article, by properly handling the relationship between the core
elements of “telling Chinese stories well” and the core means of “telling good Chinese stories” , constructs a tentative theoretical
framework which is sound in theory and practice for “telling Chinese story well”.

Keywords: brand narrative theory; Chinese story; systematic construction; international multidimensional communication
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