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The Recall at the Reality and Self-writing of Traumatic Memory
——the Case Study on Collective Memory in Online Community

Hong Jiewen( Wuhan University )
Yang Jin( Zhejiang University )
Tang Lian( Wuhan University )

Abstract; In cyberspace, everyone has the opportunity to explain public events, and can get the right to
actively construct and write in the formation of collective memory. From the perspective of cultural trauma,
this article has analyzed the texts of Sun Zhigang event in the online community“ Tianya Forum” from 2003 to
2017. The study finds that the collective memory formed around the Sun Zhigang event in the " Tianya Fo-
rum" have shown an obvious traumatic appearance. In the actual recall to traumatic memories, tragedy had
become the mainstream narrative tone , and sadness, anger and disappointment had been the mainstream emo-
tions in traumatic memories. In the construction of collective memory, a large number of netizens had actively
written for themselves, injecting similar personal experiences into the collective memory of Sun Zhigang event

and also established a '

"victim alliance" with Sun Zhigang. Over time," Sun Zhigang" and " Sun Zhigang e-
vent" have gradually been abstracted as representatives of social vulnerable groups and symbols of unfair en-
counters.

Key Words: online collective memory ; Sun Zhigang event;cultural trauma ;self-writing
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