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Slogans in the Context of Public Crisis:
Exploring the Communication Attributes and Discourse Construction

Wen Hong ,Li Fengshan( South China University of Technology )

Abstract; As an effective tool of conveying political ideas and government mobilization, slogans play an
important role in international communication and domestic governance,and are applied differently at differ-
ent levels of government. There are two analytical paradigms of " political-value" and " technology-tool" ,
which effectively explain the information transmission and application from the perspective of government gov-
ernance ,and provide a basic analytical framework for understanding slogans. Based on the application of slo-
gans in the context of major crisis, this paper analyzes its communication attributes and discourse construc-
tion. It is found that as a micro-level governance tool, crisis slogans are quite different from macro-level politi-
cal communication. Among them, in terms of the nature of communication, it is manifested in the aspects of
communication carrier, audience , target , strategy and mode. In terms of discourse construction, it is reflected
in the differences of discourse production subject, content meaning composition and semantic emotion tenden-
cy. The communication attributes and discourse construction are the two key elements in the study of slogans,
which constitute the basic cognitive picture of slogan. The study of slogan from the perspective of government
crisis management is helpful to broaden the theoretical horizon of slogan research and enhance the explana-
tory effect of slogan in the practice of government governance.

Key Words :slogan ; crisis situation ; communication attribute ; discourse construction ; COVID-19
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