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A Reviw of '"the Rites Controversy' between China and
Brtain from the Perspective of Communication

Zhang Bingjuan ,Li Yang( Zhengzhou University )

Abstract; The Macartney Embassy to China in 1793 led to the " dispute over ritual" , which was the
most important collision and conflict in the history of Eastern and Western civilizations. It was also the " fuse"
for China’s modern history when the Opium War broke out more than 40 years later. For a long time, the aca-
demic evaluation of this event only criticized the isolation of the Qing government and ignored the hidden in-
tentions of the Macartney Embassy of colonialism expansion. Criticism , this paper adopts post-colonial theory
from the Communication perspective to re-examine the spread of communicators motive , means, and because
of the values in the transmission of deviation caused by factors such as cognitive impairment, made clear that
the surface of the British mission is the spread of colonial hegemony tendency motivations behind trade de-
mands , and presents the medium of choice implies political and cultural battles ; At the same time , through the
contrast of Chinese ritual civilization and western material civilization , this paper makes an in-depth explana-
tion of China’s unique system of paying tribute by Binli and the mode of world communication order suppor-
ted by it. It can be said that although the " colonial world model" shrouded in modern history has gone away,
the colonial mentality imprinted on the mind has not dissipated. The re-examination of this important histori-
cal event will help us to keep a vigilant eye on the expansion of Western civilization, correct the long-term a-
phasia of the loss of subjectivity in the " Chinese story" , and rebuild Chinese cultural confidence and civiliza-
tion.

Key Words: dispute over ritual between China and British; cross-cultural communication ; orientalist

perspective ; the Macartney Embassy to China;civilization communication
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