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SO A J— R o B Bk B — it i I 2 58 452 T S i s T v 2 A 3 — o v A, 04X
AR N B SRR B A J7 T . — 23T 5 AF ARS8 LAROWBE 7 o 3 P50 e —
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38 U 2 B S ) 2 A 40 11 2 T i) 0 D 3 WL SFE R e 380 38 iy T 9 B U L T A B B
o SGRON AU IR ) b A 2, Rl R S 1 4 I BR A o A% G0 B EL TR I AR A7 A% 4, TC 18 2 B
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KA T BERAL SR TE R, IR BETEE TR B FAOE AU 2 B A T RE A AT fE
orfett s UG S AR RS WA B IE TR, Bl TR R A —E AR R SR A A
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Ritual Communication Studies in Western Academic :
New Trends and Inspiration

Liv Jianming , Ban Zhibin( WuHan University )

Abstract ; The article analyzes 104 papers on ritual communication studies published in SSCI journals
from 2014 to 2018, and finds that there are 2 new trends, including 7 specific research directions in ritual
communication researches. Firstly, scholars begin to study the impacts of the rise of new media on ritual com-
munication. Traditional rituals have changed dramatically in new media environment including digital reli-
gious rituals, online mourning rituals and online family rituals. Besides, researchers believe that the use of
new media such as Wikipedia and online games is also a ritual. Secondly, scholars study function of ritual
communication in different situations. They find out different roles of rituals in forming organizational order
and culture , maintaining interpersonal relationship and spreading political ideas. In recent 5 years, western
ritual communication researchers pay attention to new phenomena of digital ritual communication. They find
new media breaks the time and space restrictions of traditional rituals. Although people are far away, they can
still take part in rituals together through the Internet. New technologies make digital memories possible, and
digital rituals are stored on the Internet for a long time. Meanwhile , ritual communication also faces new chal-
lenges. As people from different countries communicate more frequently, rituals may cause contradictions and
misunderstandings in intercultural communication. Ritual communication researchers have developed the new
research areas in the past 5 years, but it is still not the mainstream in the communication studies. Most of
studies mainly are micro-research and present a trend of involution. By reviewing ritual communication papers
published on SSCI journals, we can provide references for the study of ritual communication in China. First of
all , scientific research methods, such as ethnography, narrative analysis and discourse analysis, should be
used in ritual communication. Researchers also can study the actual effect of ritual communication through
questionnaire , in-depth interviews and focus group discussions. In addition, Interdisciplinary perspective
should also be conducted to explore the abundant local rituals. Ritual communication researchers can draw
theoretical resources from other disciplines, such as art, history, religion, folklore. Finally, ritual communica-
tion researchers can pay attention to a large number of digital rituals on the Internet, as well as the interaction
between civil rituals and official rituals.
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