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Panikmache . Frame Analysis of German Newspaper
Commentaries on the 2009—2010 HIN1 Influenza Pandemic

Ke Xiaojun( Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitit Bonn)

Abstract : Since the WHO’s announcement of the “Pandemic” in June 2009 was the first Phase-6 Alert
that Germany had witnessed ever since the 1968—1969 pandemic, the outbreak of 2009—2010 HI1NT1 pan-
demic and this alert have brought about an abundance of discussions in Germany, particularly among the
news media. Comparing to the news reports, commentary is a bolder kind of expression of media’s attitudes
and positions towards certain issues. Therefore , this research has conducted a content analysis of the commen-
taries of five German nationwide newspapers on the HIN1 Influenza pandemic based on qualitative coding, in
order to draw a picture of the discursive frame of the German newspapers” opinion expressions. This research
finds that " medical estimates" ," social responsibility" ," government’s responsibility" , " industries” responsi-
bility" and " relationship between government and industries" are the five main themes commented by the
chosen newspapers. Among these , whether the influenza is really dangerous, whether people should be vacci-
nated , whether the government reacted disorderly and what is the relationship between the government and
the industries in the procurement of vaccines are the most concerned sub-issues in the five German news-
papers” commentaries ; in addition, each issue’s frequency of being commented fluctuates with the develop-
ment of the influenza in different time phases.

Key Words : German newspapers ; pandemic ; health communication ; frame analysis ; qualitative coding
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