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Knowledge Production and Pedigree Investigation of
""Public Communication' in Chinese Context
——An Evolutionary Perspective Based on Michel
Foucault’s Power Discourse Theory

Lii Qingyuan( Communication University of China)

Gao Lihua( Beijing Technology and Business University)

Abstract ;" Public communication" is an academic innovation made by Chinese communication scholars
with the way of citing western communication thoughts. It is based on the unique practice of socialist modern-
ization communication in China and responded to the era proposition of deepening the reform and innovation
of social governance system in an all-round way. Based on evolutionary perspective of Michel Foucault’s pow-
er-discourse theory , this paper has made a systematic study of knowledge production, discourse shaping, pow-
er pedigree and practical discipline of " public communication" in the context of our country by using the
method of knowledge archaeology and genealogy. The academic thought of " public communication” can be
traced back to Europe under the liberal mode in the 18th century. Its knowledge structure is based on the
communication ecology assumed by the system of " civil society" , " public sphere" as the field of communica-
tion space,the communication concept of " communicative rationality" as the internal logic and the communi-
cation purpose pursued by the value of " free negotiation" . Restricted by the diversified interest pattern and
hierarchical social structure in the process of China’s reform and opening up," public communication" has
been quoted from Europe to China. Its discourse system has broken its sequence in China’s communication
practice ,and its knowledge structure has also changed its paradigm in China’s discourse change. The knowl-
edge production of " public communication" has produced the multi-dimensional " discipline" to the real so-
ciety of our country,which promoted the social governance of our country to be collaborative, the life world to
be independent and the media literacy to be critical.

Key Words: " public communication" ; Chinese context; knowledge production; pedigree investigation;

power discourse theory
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