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The Role of Australian Media in the Coverage of
'""China Influence"

Zhang Guifang ( Shandong University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract ; In recent years, facing the rise of China," China threat theory" has emerged again in Western
society. The Australian version of this is " China influence" discourse. An analysis of Australian media’s cov-
erage of China’s influence finds that although the Australian media claimed to be independent from govern-
ment and parties, they did not fulfill their role as watchdog in their reports on China’s influence. They kept
closing interaction with the government in agenda setting and sources, while weakening or deconstructing
views from opposing groups and countries. They also did not examine the opinions and information from offi-
cial sources but tried to defend and confirm them through reports. Compared with the government, the attitude
of the media was even more radical. Under the cognitive framework of binary opposition , the media have posi-
tioned their role as the defender of national interest,but this role was established through the construction of

a different and dangerous "

other" . The frame in Australian media’s coverage of China’s influence, not only
caused heated debate but also affected the perspective of public debates and the public’s perception of Chi-
na. The more concerned national security narrative overwhelmed the optimistic trade and economic narrative
and dominated public discourse. Othering China and Chinese made public perception negative. This paper
further argues that, whether the media is independent or not in the national media system, it is inevitable for
them to reposition their role on the international level. In addition, this case challenges the previous view that
globalization and communication technology will change bias in international coverage , because the bias stems

from the independent choice of the media rather than ignorance of the external environment.

Key Words: Australian media; China influence ; watchdog role ; China-Australia relations ; media bias
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