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The Path of Philosophical Relationship Between Language and
Image in the Perspective of Visual Rhetoric
——A Study Focus on Plato

Wang Jinhan( Jinan University)

Abstract ; The relationship between language and image is the critical points in the study of iconology
and literature. Furthermore , the relationship is also the debated focus in the history of philosophy. How to deal
with language and image and what new rhetorical form and effect produced by the combination of language
and image are the focus in the research of visual rhetoric. The developing route of language and image in the
history of philosophy can explain why visual rhetoric emerged at the time. As a critical resource of western
philosophy , Plato’s viewpoints about language and image provide an important reference for the debates of lan-
guage and image in modernism and post-modernism. From subordinating to the idos and rationalism to the ob-
taining the status of image, this history philosophically interprets the appearance of visual rhetoric.

Key Words: visual centralism; visual rhetoric; language-image relationship ; Plato
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