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Legal Rationality of Rumor Control in Major Epidemic
Zhao Qingjuan( Qinghai Normal University )

Abstract ;" Unfounded rumors, fabricated news" is a fixed label of " rumor". However, in the COVID-
19 epidemic, 8 people in wuhan were punished for releasing relevant information and became the focus of

hot discussion, which triggered a reflection on how to define " rumor" . At the level of the rule of law, there

should be a clear distinction between " rumor" and " reasonable speech" , and we should actively protect ev-

ery citizen’s " reasonable speech" while cracking down on " rumor" that endangers public security. " Rea-
sonable freedom of speech" should be both " reasonable" and "limited freedom". Such limits require clear
legal provisions and active publicity of the rule of law, and objective understanding of " rumors" from the in-
stitutional level and the level of public consciousness; Moreover, in rumor governance, the intervention of

public power also needs a certain limit. It is by no means a simple '

"management" or a continuous " deletion
of posts" , but also needs more " guidance" , so that the interests of citizens, public and private sectors and
other different groups can achieve a balance of governance and form a good " co-governance" situation. The
legal rationality of rumor governance covers a lot of contents. The enhancement of government credibility,
the increase of people’s trust, and the objective and rational media reports are all born together. Therefore,
after the epidemic, we should have further reflection on the formation of scientific and refined governance
concept and the legal rationality of the whole society.

Key Words: major epidemic; rumor control; legal rationality
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