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The Neglected Pioneer of Journalism .
Guo Songtao and the Entry of Modern Press

Liang Jun( Tsinghua University )

Abstract; On the basis of combing the diary, anthology and related letters of Guo Songtao in the late
Qing Dynasty, this article is intended to reveal the important role Guo Songtao has played on the entry of
modern press into Chinese society. The article holds that, as a typical representative of the enlightened
scholar bureaucrat, his unique political circumstances, especially what he saw and heard while serving as an
ambassador to Britain and France, the new media represented by newspapers and periodicals at that time
gradually became an indispensable way of information, even thinking, and lifestyle for him, which in turn
allowed him to cultivate a news consciousness beyond contemporary scholar bureaucrats. He realized that
newspapers can make up for the limitations of traditional books, and they are playing an increasingly promi-
nent role in the timeliness and scope of communication. If used properly, they may even help the govern-
ment guide people and benefit the society. In addition, during his visit to Britain and France, a reputation
dispute between himand Shenbao not only reflected the flow of power between traditional scholar bureaucrat
class and new type of journalist group, but also intentionally or unintentionally, which promoted the entry

" barometer" and "

and development of modern press in China. Gradually, the modern press has become a
sowing machine" for politics, and were embedded in cultural practice. At the same time, it began to re-
shape the new communication network and social structure, thus laying the foundation for the arrival of the
first newspaper climax.

Key Words: Guo Songtao ; journalism cognition ; Shen Bao ; communication network in late Qing Dynas-

ty ; the flow of power
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