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International Students in China.
An Empirical Study on ""Hidden Curriculum" in Chinese
Culture Courses and Chinese Culture Dissemination

Zhao Xin( Dalian University of Foreign Languages)

Abstract ; This study examines " hidden curriculum" during the process of international students” acqui-
sition of Chinese culture. We employ questionnaires as research method and have 106 international students
studying in China as the sample. They are from India, Pakistan, Thailand, Italy , South Africa and other coun-
tries. Results indicate that "hidden curricula" in Chinese culture course manifest themselves as intercultural
interpersonal contact with Chinese and other foreigners in China, participation in activities of socialization and
Chinese media usage. At the same time, Chinese language course can be considered a "hidden curriculum"
to Chinese culture course in that better Chinese language proficiency can help international students better
understand the knowledge taught in the formal Chinese culture curriculum. The effects of hidden curricula are
both positive and negative. On the one hand, hidden curricula can reinforce and enrich international students
* Chinese culture knowledge that learned from the formal curriculum, On the other hand, hidden curricula
have the potential to revise or challenge Chinese culture knowledge learned from the formal curriculum, in
that different types of communication groups can affect the effectiveness of international students” intercultural
interpersonal contact, different types of cultural experience can affect the effectiveness of their participation in
activities of socialization and their Chinese language proficiency can affect the effectiveness of their usage of
Chinese media. In-depth exploration of the interplay and reciprocal effects between hidden curricula and for-
mal curriculum in Chinese culture course not only helps provide insights into design and redesign of interna-
tional student study program, extracurricular education , teaching guidance and learning support, but also con-
tribute to address the issue of multilingual function development of Chinese social media used by international
students. To integrate the resources of hidden curricula and formal curriculum in Chinese culture course can
enhance international students” integration into Chinese society. They are not only the recipients of Chinese
culture , but also can be the agents and opinion leaders of its dissemination. In cultural dialogues and exchan-
ges , different cultures can learn from and appreciate each other with openness, thus contributing to building a
diversified and harmonious world.

Key Words: international students in China; Chinese culture courses; hidden curricula; formal curricu-

lum ; Chinese culture dissemination
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