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Between Tradition and Transformation:
PR Practitioners’ Social Media Practice and Their
Imaginations about Journalism

Wang Yun( Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract: As social media impact on PR practitioner’s perception of media use, the changing role of PR
professionalism practice as content provider also influences journalism in the new era. On one hand, social
media become a dialogue tool for PR to connect flux public. PR practitioners could participate in user groups
and access to journalist’s online selections through creating content independently; On the other hand, PR
practitioner’s attitude to social media use turns to be rational. They tend to emphasize the importance of em-
ploying different media forms to maximize the contact surface between PR and the public,which means their
content practices are involved in a complex interaction with news media, opinion leaders and public opinion
in online community. Meanwhile , since PR faces its own dilemma in social media operation and professional
news organizations still have powerful discourse influences, PR practitioners maintain their traditional imagi-
nation about journalism. It is necessary to describe the interaction between PR and journalism in social media
context, and further explore in a liquid public sphere, how the traditional news producer and provider com-
pete and cooperate with each other.

Key Words: public relations ; news production ; social media;journalism
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