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Double-Edged Sword Effect of Media and Composite
Solution to Democracy

Zhu Bingkun , Tong Dezhi ( Tianjin Normal University )

Abstract; In the information age, the rapid development of information and communication technology
has completely changed production methods and lifestyles, and has profoundly affected people’s economic,
political , cultural and social life. The media plays various functions, such as informing, mobilizing, educating ,
supervising , in the contemporary democratic system , forming a promotion mechanism that positively influences
democracy. At the same time,the entertainment tendency, market orientation and advertising tendency of the
contemporary media also have a negative erosion effect on democracy. Therefore ,we must fully recognize the
different effects and mechanisms of various media forms on democracy, and use different media forms to in-
tegrate the democratic spirit into the entertainment, commercialization , and advertising trends of the media.
And it is necessary to improve the educational function of the media, expand and standardize the channels for
network political participation, consolidate the status of traditional serious media, and provide objective and
in-depth news to the people in order to promote democracy comprehensively.

Key Words : media; information age ; democracy ; double-edged sword effect
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