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Rethinking the Research Method of Political Communication .
Theory-Oriented Empirical Research

Lu Chunlong ,Ma Yuning( China University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract: As a dynamic research field which merges together political science and communication sci-
ence, political communication has developed significantly in China in the past twenty years. However, reflec-
ting on the current situation of political communication research, there still exists the dilemma of insufficient
research supply caused by the scarcity of methods. This paper sorts out four different research methods ; pub-
lic opinion research, experimental research, integrated analysis based on second-hand data, content analysis
and specific research techniques and methods at the micro level, and then advocates an empirical research
paradigm which is diversified ,based on China’s national conditions and theoretical research-oriented. At the
same time,the empirical study of political communication must maintain its sensitivity to the pursuit of theo-
retical construction.

Key Words: political communication ; research methods ; interdisciplinary integration
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