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'""China Model" and ' China Story" in the Perspective of

Communication Among Civilizations

Bai Wengang ( Communication University of China)

Abstract ; Since the last decade or so,the " China Model" has become a popular concept in the Western
and international community to discuss China’s development and build China’s national image. However, Chi-
na tries to avoid this concept in its internal and external communication. The interpretation power of this con-
cept therefore has been handed over to the West. Western assessment towards it has been roughly divided into
three types. The first type is to acknowledge it and adopt a positive attitude towards it;the second one is to

acknowledge it, but to adopt a negative attitude towards it with fierce criticism , especially to treat it as a chal-
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lenge and threat of the so-called " Western model" . The third one is to deny the existence of the " China mod-
el" and arrogantly believe that China is not worthy of a development model. Accurate understanding and cor-
rect response to the Western evaluation of the " Chinese model" needs to be started from the perspective of
communication among civilizations. The assessment of the " China model" by Western Countries is fundamen-
tally based on their own specific ideology and civilized standpoints, and is the product of the world-historical
view of Big-Power competition and the clash of civilizations, which shows both its extremely conceited sense
of civilized superiority and its strong anxiety of civilization decline. In this communication context, China
should use the concept of " China model" in its external communication with pro-activeness and precision.
The application of this concept in China’s international communication is not only for the needs to response to
international discourse and to compete for the right of interpreting the " China model" , but also for the de-
mands of telling the " China Story" clearly and the demonstration of the civilized self-confidence. The concept
of " China model" can not only cover the confidence in its path, guiding theories, and political system, but al-
so the necessity of intrinsic logic and direction of China’s development based on deeper cultural factors. It
clearly shows the only way for China’s development and Chinese spiritual status from the civilized inferiority
to the civilized confidence. In order to break through the discourse dilemma based on the short-term and the
old world-historical view of Big-Power competition with the characteristics of modern Western civilization , it
should be told from the long-term and the new world-historical view of civilization dialogue in line with the
essence of the history of human civilized communication. It is necessary to identify the relationship between
the " China’ s Modern" and " Modern’ s China" contained in the concept of " Modern China" concerning the
key issues of the fundamental development of modern China,so as to better explain the historical position and
the value pursuit of " Modern China" , which may reflect China’s self-concerned civilization and build a good
image of a big power in the world without falling into the trap of Big-Power competition and civilization clash.
Key Words: communication among civilizations ;the China Model ; the China story ; discourse power ;the

world-historical view of dialogue among civilizations
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