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Situation Construct and Capital Recruit .
Shaping of the Society of the Spectacle from
Chinese Short Video Platform
——A Case Study of Rural Users

Duan Peng ,Li Jiagi( Communication University of China)

Ming Wei( University of Shanghai for Science and Technology)

Abstract: Due to the technological empowerment in the era of mobile Internet, the short video spectacle
independently produced by users rebels and reconstructs " the Society of the Spectacle" constructed by mass
media in the traditional media era. This paper focuses on " the Society of the Spectacle" based on the collec-
tion , reproduction and distribution of short video platforms. Inspired by Guy Ernst Debord’s " the Society of
the Spectacle theory" and the idea from the Situationist International movement, the author chooses the Kwai
APP as the empirical case and use SPSS23 software to process the dynamic spectacle produced by rural us-
ers. Then this research studied some representative users for in-depth content analysis so as to explore the
characteristics of life situations constructed by its users in Kwai’s society of the spectacle. At the same time,
this paper analyses the factors that are recruited by commercial capital. The article finds that the society of
the spectacle shaped by the short video platform has a situational protest trend of universalization and aes-
theticization of daily life,and contains situational protest factors such as dramatic creation, cultural semantic
replacement or irony. Meanwhile, it also faces the crisis of commercializing consumption of daily spectacles
and merging with or getting abated by the mainstream capital consumption system so that get recruited by
capital.

Key Words: the society of spectacle ;short video platform ; Kwaij;situational protest;capital recruit
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