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YA TR BRSS9 3. 438(SD=0.675)  EEA R A9 2 (AR A o b 0 % 3. 3 T E M RO
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(B & ATk ) e 5 DR B2 Ak {8t B 3.136 1.122 1~5 0. 889
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The Dissemination of On-line Rumors and Social Class Differences:
A Study on The On-line Food-Safety Rumors

Feng Qiang( Shandong Univeristy )
Ma Zhihao( Nanjing University)

Abstract ; This study focuses on on-line food-safety rumors. Data are collected through questionnaires.
The present study aims to testify effects of individuals” rumor belief and rumor risk perception on individual
emotion , political trust, and support on social governance,and whether the effects are related to social class.
Using cross-sectional online survey (N =795) ,the present study finds that the belief on online rumor of food-
safety positively relates to individual’s fear of food problem. But it has no effect on individual’s political trust
on institutions governing food affairs or their support to the governance of food problems. However, the per-
ception of the severity of online rumor is negatively associated with political trust of responsible institutions,
on the other hand, it increases the support to the governance of food problems. Therefore, the present study
concludes that online rumors and individuals” belief play role of " pressure cooker" in individuals” emotion
and the public governance. In addition, moderation roles of socioeconomic status are testified , individuals with
higher socioeconomic status are susceptible population to online food-safety rumors. This study has some im-
portant implications in understanding the mechanism of the effects of social class on the spreading of online
rumors.

Key Words: rumor perception; political trust; emotion ; public governance
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