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"The New Journalist'' :

Revisiting a Historical Scene of the Mass Line

Li Haibo( East China Normal University )
Yu Xin(Tsinghua University )

Abstract ; The theory and practice of " the new journalist" , which needs more academic inquiries, is a
key issue of the Yan’an journalistic tradition. From an interior angle of view, this paper attempts to articulate
the complex connotation of " the new journalist". The study finds that the rectification and relaunch of the
party newspaper established "a new journalism career" , in which the party newspaper was defined as the
bridge and link for the interaction between the party and the mass in the practice of the mass line. In this
way, the journalism overflew the boundary of a technical expertise and became an effective mediator for the
vanguard party to educate, mobilize, and organize the mass, closely related to the historical process of the e-
mancipatory politics. The new paradigm of journalism required concordant professional ethics and behavioral
norms, calling for a kind of " new journalist" closely combined with the grass-roots. The Chinese Communist
Party invented and implemented a full set of remolding procedure, and successfully achieved the objective of

"organic intellectuals" in the sense of Antonio Gramsci. As the result of that, the journalistic in-

raising the
tellectuals of the party newspaper went through the tough transformation from the uncrowned king to the pub-
lic servant. The notion of " the new journalist" represented a complicated connotation of the journalism in the
logic of mass line, which is beneficial to break through the visional limitation shaped by the stereotyped i-
magination of the market-oriented and professional journalism, bringing about a re-understanding of journal-
ism within a wider historical and political context.

Key Words: the new journalist; mass line ; professional norm ;journalistic reform
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