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Identity Barrier: A Study of Mediating Effects of Identity on
Social Media Use and Interpersonal Communication Among
Chinese New Generation of Migrant Workers

Zhu Wenzhe(Jinan University )

Abstract; The purpose of this study is to investigate the mediating effects of identity on social media use
and interpersonal communication among Chinese new generation of migrant workers. Based on the
questionnaires and in-depth interviews,we found that new generation of migrant workers have high level of i-
dentity , interpersonal communication level is slightly lower,and their interpersonal communication in the homo-
geneous groups ;the use of social media for new generation of migrant workers has a significant positive effect
on their identity and interpersonal communication ;identity plays a partial mediating role in the influence of so-
cial media use on interpersonal communication. This paper argues that the separation of social identity and the
lack of social rights strengthen the perception and recognition of new generation of migrant workers’ self-identity
and become barriers to their interpersonal interaction with urban residents. By providing the new generation of
migrant workers with media public goods and improving their media literacy level, it is helpful to promote the
new generation of migrant workers and heterogeneous groups to establish stable interpersonal communication.

Key Words:social media;interpersonal communication ; separation of social identity ; the new generation

of migrant workers
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