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The Social Process of Advertising Production and The
Construction of '""Honor Point"' .
Rethinking on Bourdieu and Elias’s Social Relations
and Process Theory

Chen Ling ( East China Normal University ; East China University of Technology)

Abstract; In the past, the study of the social and personal impact of advertising production is mostly
based on the criticism of cultural studies and political economics. However, from the perspective of sociolo-
gy, advertising production is regarded as a part of the social process, and there are few researches on the
construction of individual social process. Critical research on advertisements used to focus on advertising and
consumers, advertising and society. This article treats individuals ( consumers) as active parts in the social
process of advertising production. From the perspective of social relations and process theory of Pierre Bour-
dieu and Norbert Elias, this paper makes a critical analysis of the mutual construction between the advertis-
ing production and the personal " reputation point" beyond the thought of binary opposition between the indi-
vidual and the society. The theory " Honor" and " Honor point" of Bourdieu are a pair of concepts which
have long been ignored by scholars in China. In the anthropological examination of Kabir’s community, he
demonstrated this category. In the Kabir’s community , members take the initiative to maintain the honor of
collective value and complete the honor reproduction,which is based on the active presence and practice of
the individual. It is found that the social process of advertising production involves not only the construction
and reproduction of reputation dominated by market social value, but also the construction of a game space
between social and market value by calling on individual reputation fighting behavior. As a result, advertis-
ing production integrates and promotes social progress. It can also extend and develop the theory of " Honor
point" .

Key Words: honor point; advertising production; meaning reproduction and game; Norbert Elias;

Pierre Bourdieu
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