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28 The Paradox of ""Remolding™: The Prosperity and Demise of the Last Shanghai Tabloid
Yibao (1949-1952)

- WU Jing

[Abstract] Shortly after the liberation of Shanghai in 1949, two Shanghai-style tabloids, Dabao and
Yibao, started publication successively. Following a brief boom, the two tabloids found themselves
trapped in dire straits and ended up in a shutdown within a few months of each other in 1952. Among
the available journalism history works, it was generally agreed that "the two interim Shanghai-
style tabloids have finished their historic tasks during the post-1949 transitional period". However,
on the author's opinion, "interim" is just a hasty conclusion easily drawn in hindsight. In fact, as
late as March of 1952, the Shanghai press authorities still expected that "Yibao should hold on".
From the perspective of social relationships, the author examines how the symbiotic editors-writers-
readers relationship of Yibao based on common interests turned into a tense standoff based on class
consciousness, thus introducing a paradox in itself.

[Keywords] Yibao; Shanghai-style tabloid; remolding; Tang Dalang; Xia Yan

36 Communication Studies in China over 40 Years: Disciplinary Characteristics and
Developmental Process

- ZHANG Guo-liang

[Abstract] Communication has experienced 40 years of development in China and reached a mature
stage. The internal reason is that Communication has its own disciplinary characteristics, that is,
scientific, contemporary and interdisciplinary. The structure of humanities and social sciences
corresponds to the structure of human society and can be divided into three types: vertical discipline
(focusing on production and distribution), horizontal discipline (focusing on communication and
integration), and comprehensive discipline (trying to accommodate vertical discipline and horizontal
discipline). Communication, as a horizontal discipline, belongs to social science, while journalism,
as a vertical discipline, belongs to the humanities. Besides, they are consistent in a heavy media
dependence; Besides, the external reason is social needs since the Chinese economic reform, with the
great driving forces of political, economic, technological and cultural; Communication has played
an important role in promoting China's economic and social development, including discipline

construction, talent cultivation, scientific research and social services; In the future, if we can further
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reinforce learning, norms and cooperation, the prospects will be really broad.

[Keywords] Communication studies; China; 40 years; subject characteristics; development process

45 Selfie-taking: A Entangled "Technology of Self"

- PENG Lan

[Abstract] Selfie can be seen as a kind of "technology of self", which contributes to individual's
self-expression and self-creation in new media age. For the individuals, selfie can emphasize
their presence in all kinds of scenes, however, paying too much attention in selfie may result in
"absence" on the real spot. On the other hand, the ways people present themselves in selfies are
more or less influenced by others especially their friends on social media. As a typical means of self-
construction, selfie reflects the conflicts and compromises of one's "individual self", "relational self"
and "collective self". From the aspect of ego-identity, selfie strengthens the effect of performance by
body as an intermediary between self-reflection and social interaction but may also increase the risk
of "fake self". In conclusion, though selfie is a kind of "technology of self" rather than "technology
of power", it may also turn into a new power of discipline to individuals. Accompany with the self-
expression in selfie is the self-censorship from the perspective of social circumstances and social
relationships, which usually brings the adjustments of selfie pictures or the share ways in social
media.

[Keywords] selfie; technology of self; self-construction; ego-identity

56 On the Improvement of International Discourse Right on the Belt and Road: Social
Network Analysis of Twitter Data of the First BRF

- TANG Jing-tai, XING Chen, GAO Jing-wen

[Abstract] Based on the data mining and visualize technology, this paper investigated how the
Belt and Road was structured on Twitter during the first BRF. Via the discourse analysis and social
network analysis, we depicted the landscape of the B&R topic on Twitter and discovered a few
influential subgroups. On the bases of this, we then explored how the Chinese social media accounts
could improve their communication effect. Furthermore, we also explored the correlation between
subgroup structure and communication effect. We found that the communication network, as the
basic structure to control the flow of information among all kinds of social networks, is positively
related to the communication effect. Therefore, in order to enhance the international influence, the

Chinese media should not only tell "Chinese good story", but also interact with the key nodes and
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